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Forward

On	July	16,	1769	 the	 first	of	21	missions	was	 founded	 in	what	 is	now	San	Diego.

Franciscan	Friar	Fr.	Junipero	Serra	began	to	plan	and	build	settlements	in	selected

areas	of	California.	 	At	 that	 time	 the	 land	was	 inhabited	by	native	populations	who

occupied	the	area	for	thousands	of	years.		The	settlements	would	be	located	in	San

Diego	in	the	south	to	Sonoma	in	the	north.		

The	number	of	 tribes	 in	 the	area	 is	not	exactly	known.	 	The	native	population	may

have	been	as	high	as	300,000.	 	While	 the	exact	number	will	 never	be	known,	 the

missions	were	 determined	by	 the	 villages	where	 the	 tribes	 lived.	 	As	 the	missions

began	to	take	form,	most	of	the	settlements	were	about	one	day,	on	foot,	apart.

Father	 Junipero	 Serra	 was	 canonized	 by	 Pope	 Francis	 in	 September	 of	 2015.

Further	references	to	him	are	shown	as	St.	Junipero	Serra.

This	study	guide	is	not	a	history	book.		It	is	a	book	to	be	used	to	examine,	study	and

visit	the	missions	of	California.		There	is	so	much	history	and	so	many	stories	about

the	missions	that	one	book	cannot	cover	it	all.		This	study	guide	is	a	tool	that	is	to	be

used	 to	 learn	 more	 about	 the	 history	 of	 the	 California	 missions	 through	 personal

experience.	 	 This	 book	 is	 organized	 in	 the	 order	 by	 which	 the	 missions	 were

founded.	 	 Much	 of	 the	 history	 of	 early	 California	 is	 based	 on	 the	 efforts	 of	 the

Spanish	and	Mexican	governments,	 the	Catholic	Church	and	 the	native	 tribes	 that

inhabited	the	area	now	known	as	California.

	



Key	Names

					St.	Junipero	Serra		-	Founder	of	six	missions	and	served	as	the	first														

																	Father	President	of	the	California	Missions.

					Father	Fermin	Lasuen		-		Founder	of	nine	missions	and	served	as	the	second

						Father	President	of	the	California	Missions.

					General	John	C.	Fremont		-		Leader	of	the	California	Bear	Flag	Revolt	against

																	the	Mexican	government.		Used	a	few	of	the	missions	as		forts	to	house	

						his	troops.		Played	a	key	role	in	the	early	history	of	the	new	state	of	

						California.

Key	Terminology

					Native	American		-		Indigenous	people	of	California

					

					Neophyte		-		A	newly	converted	person	of	a	belief

					Patron	Saint		-		The	names	of	saints	that	have	been	assigned	to	churches

					Presidio		-		Forts	for	military	personnel

					Secularization		-		Churches	had	secular	priests,	not	members	of		religious	

orders.		Secularization	allowed	mission	lands	and	property	to	be	

distributed	among	the	population.

					Restoration		-		The	process	of	repair	and	updating	the	mission	buildings
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Exercises	and	Observations

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 As	 you	 visit	 the	 Missions	 of	 California,	 pay	 attention	 to	 the	 details	 and

construction	 of	 the	 buildings.	 	 Examine	 the	 tools	 that	 the	 Native	 Americans	 and

priests	used	to	improve	their	lives.		Using	the	blank	pages	at	the	back	of	this	book,

make	notes,	sketches	or	place	photographs	of	your	visit.

Below	is	a	series	of	exercises	to	give	you	a	better	experience	while	visiting	the

missions:

1.		Look	for	the	Mission	cornerstone.				

2.		Take	pictures	of	or	draw	the	bells	that	adorn	each	church.	

3.		Look	for	small	details	that	are	unique	to	the	particular	mission.			

4.		Take	notice	of	the	art	work	that	you	will	find	on	the	interior	walls	of	the

						church	or	chapel.			

5.		Document	the	oldest	grave	marker	in	the	mission	cemetery.	

6.		Find	original	building	materials.		

7.		Find	original	tools	that	were	used	around	the	mission.

8.		Describe	the	military	history	of	the	mission.		

9.		What	crops	were	grown	to	support	the	population	around	the	mission?		

									10.		Write	a	brief	history	of	the	mission,	beginning	with	the	founding	priest.		

									11.	Photograph	or	draw	your	favorite	part	of	the	mission.		



1.			San	Diego	de	Alcala

2.			San	Carlos	Borromeo

3.			San	Antonio	de	Padua

4.			San	Gabriel	Arcangel

5.			San	Luis	Opispo	de	Tolosa

6.			San	Francisco	de	Asis

7.			San	Juan	Capistrano

8.			Santa	Clara	de	Asis

9.			San	Buenaventura

10.	Santa	Barbara

11.	La	Purisima	Concepcion

12.	Santa	Cruz

13.	Nuestra	Senora	de	la	Soledad

14.	San	Jose	de	Guadalupe

15.	San	Juan	Bautista

16.	San	Miguel	Arcangel

17.	San	Fernando	Rey	de	Espana

18.	San	Luis	Rey	de	Francia

19.	Santa	Ines

20.	San	Rafael	Arcangel

21.	San	Francisco	de	Sonoma
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San	Diego	de	Alacala



Mission	 San	 Diego	 de	 Alcala	 was	 the	 first	 of	 the

California		missions.		It	was	founded	on	July	16,	1769

by	St.	 Junipero	Serra,	 a	Franciscan	priest.	 	 In	 1774

the	mission	was	relocated	to		its	current	location	to	be

closer	 to	 reliable	 sources	 of	 water	 and	 land	 for

farming.

The	 first	 few	 years	 of	 the	 mission	 were	 torn	 by

uprisings	 from	 the	 local	 Indians.	 	 Padre	 Luis	 Jayme

was	killed		during	one	of	the	attacks.		He	became	the

first	Christian	martyr	in	California.

In	 1797,	 565	 Indians	 were	 baptized	 and	 the	 land

area	 grew	 to	 55,000	 acres.	 	 Harvesting	 saw

orchards,	 vegetables,	 wheat,	 corn,	 barley	 and

beans	for	the	large	community.		

In	1821,	Mexico	gained	its	independence.		After	the

US	 -	 Mexican	 War	 and	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Guadalupe

Hidalgo	 in	 1848,	 the	 United	 States	 Calvary	 used

the	 mission	 as	 a	 military	 location.	 	 In	 1862,	 the

mission	 lands	 	 were	 restored	 to	 the	 Catholic

Church	by	President	Abraham	Lincoln.



	San	Carlos	Borromeo	de
Carmelo





The	Missions	of	California

11

Mission	 San	 Carlos	 Borromeo	 was	 founded	 on	 June	 3,

1770	 by	 St.	 Junipero	 Serra.	 	 The	 original	 location	 in

Monterey	 was	 not	 suitable	 because	 of	 the	 lack	 of	 good

water	 	 and	 good	 soil.	 	A	 large	 number	 of	 native	 people

lived	in	the	Carmel	Valley	and	surrounding	area.	

St.	 Junipero	 Serra	 died	 on	 August	 28,	 1784.	 	 He	 was

buried	 in	 the	 sanctuary	 of	 the	 Basilica.	 	 	 Padre	 Lasuen

replaced	 Padre	 Serra,	 and	 undertook	 the	 project	 of

building	the	present	stone	church.

Under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Father	 Lasuen,	 the	 mission

reached	 its	 height	 of	 prosperity.	 	 In	 1797	 the	 native

population	 reach	 927.	 	 In	 1803	 Father	 Lasuen	 died	 and

was	buried	next	to	St	Serra.	

	

By	 1846,	 the	 mission	 had	 fallen	 into	 ruin.	 	 The	 United

States	took	control	of	California	in	1846.		In	1859	the	title

to	 the	mIssion	 property	was	 returned	 	 to	 Bishop	 Joseph

Sadoc	Alemany	by	President	James	Buchanan.

Today,	the	mission	is	one	of	the	most	popular	pilgrim	sites

in	the	United	States.



San	Antonio	de	Padua

e
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Founded	on	July	14,	1771	by	St.	Junipero	Serra,	 it	 is	 the

third	of	 the	21	California	missions.	 	The	native	population

was	made	 up	 of	 Salinan	 people	 who	 lived	 in	 the	 central

coast	and	Salinas	River	Valley.	 	Padres	Pieras	and	Sitjar

served	 the	 mission	 for	 23	 years	 until	 1794	 when	 Padre

Pieras	returned	to	Mexico.

The	mission	was	secularized	in	1834.		The	last	Franciscan

priest	left	the	mission	in	1843.		There	were	attempts	to	sell

the	 mission,	 however	 a	 buyer	 was	 never	 found.	 	 The

Catholic	Church	 received	 the	 title	 	 to	 the	mission	 in	1858

along	with	33	acres.		

In	1903	restoration	began	and	continued	until	1904.	 	The

mission	 was	 damaged	 by	 the	 great	 earthquake	 of	 1906.

The	US	War	Department	purchased	surrounding	 lands	 to

establish	a	military	base,	Fort	Hunter	Liggett.	 	The	Hearst

Foundation	funded	a	complete	restoration	of	the	mission	in

1948.	
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San	Gabriel	Arcangel



San	Gabriel	Arcangel
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Mission	San	Gabriel	Arcangel	was	founded	by	Fathers

Somera	 and	 Cambon	 on	 September	 8,	 1771.	 	 The

fourth	mission	 in	 the	California	missions	was	 founded

on	the	banks	of	the	Rio	Hondo	river.		The	mission	was

moved	 to	 its	 present	 location	 in	 1775	 because	 the

original	site	was	frequently	flooded.

In	the	early	1800's,	the	mission	had	the	largest	herds	of	livestock

of	any	of	 the	existing	missions.	 	The	mission	was	secularized	 in

1834,	but	continued	to	serve	the	natives	in	the	area.		In	1855	the

mission	 was	 returned	 to	 the	 Catholic	 Church,	 and	 today	 it	 is	 a

parish	church	in	the	Archdiocese	of	Los	Angeles.



San	Luis	Obispo	de
Tolosa
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St.	Junipero	Serra	founded	San	Luis	Obispo	de	Tolosa	on	September	1,	1772	with	Father	Jose	Cavaller.		It	is	the	fifth

of	the	California	missions.		The	native	population	was	made	up	of	Chumash	Indians.		The	Chumash	were	among	the

wealthiest	and	most	powerful	native	groups	in	California.		

The	 mission	 was	 the	 first	 of	 five	 missions	 built	 on	 Chumash	 land	 along	 the	 California	 central	 coast,.Most	 of	 the

missions	were	secularized	in	1834.		A	famous	Californian,	Lt.	Col.	John	C.	Fremont	took	possession	of	the	mission	in

1846	 for	 the	United	States.	 	The	mission	was	 returned	 to	 the	Catholic	Church	 in	1855	and	a	priest	was	placed	 	 in

1856.

The	mission	is	a	parish	church	in	the	Diocese	of	Monterey.



San	Francisco	de	Asis
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Founded	on	 June	 29,	 1776	 by	Father	 Francisco	Palou,

Mission	San	Francisco	de	Asis	is	also	known	as	"Mission

Dolores"	after	a	nearby	stream.	 	 	The	native	population

was	made	up	of	the	Ohlone	people.		

The	 current	 church	 is	 the	 oldest	 building	 in	 San

Francisco.	 The	 mission	 has	 undergone	 several	 layout

configurations.		

The	number	of	native	converts	reached	its	peak	in	1820

at	 more	 than	 1200.	 	 Health	 issues	 were	 always	 a

concern	 due	 to	 the	 damp	 and	 foggy	 weather.	 	 A	 sub-

mission	was	established	in	1817	at	San	Rafael.		

The	 mission	 was	 secularized	 in	 1834.	 	 The	 Mexican

government	 tried	 to	 sell	 the	 property,	 but	 no	 one	 was

interested.		The	mission	and	its	property	were	returned	to

the	Catholic	Church	in	1858.

In	1952,	Pope	Pius	XII	named	the	Mission	San	Francisco

a	Minor	Basilica.		



San	Juan	Capistrano
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San	Juan	Capistrano	is	the	seventh	of	the	California	missions,	and

it	was	 founded	by	St.	 Junipero	Serra	on	November	1,	1776.	 	The

Acjachemen	 people	 lived	 in	 Orange	 County	 before	 the	 Spanish

arrived.	 	 The	 Juaneno	 Band	 of	 Mission	 Indians	 has	 almost	 2000

members	today.

The	 large	 stone	 church	 was	 destroyed	 during	 the

earthquake	of	1812.		The	ruins	are	a	highlight	of	the	current

mission	 tour.	 	 The	 Serra	 Chapel	 is	 the	 oldest	 building	 in

California	still	 in	use.	 	 In	mid	March	each	year,	 the	 famous

barn	swallows	return	from	their	winter	grounds	in	Argentina.		



Santa	Clara	de	Asis
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Founded	on	January	12,	1777	by	Father	Tomas	de	la

Pena,	 	 Santa	 Clara	 de	Asis	 is	 the	 eighth	 of	 the	 21

California	missions,	and	the	 third	of	 the	six	missions

in	the	the	land	of	Ohlone		(also	called	Coastal	by	the

Spanish).		

Santa	Clara	 is	 the	 first	mission	 named	 for	 a	 female

saint.	The	original	 site	of	 the	mission	was	moved	 to

higher	ground	when	the	original	site	flooded	in	1779.

In	1795,	the	population	of	the	area	reached	a	high	of

1,541.	 	 The	 mission	 had	 a	 successful	 history	 of

agriculture.	 	Harvest	often	exceeded	4500	bushels	a

year.	 	 Livestock	 reached	 the	 high	 of	 14,500	 cattle,

15,500	sheep	and	nearly	850	horses.

The	mission	was	secularized	in	1836.		It	was	the	last

mission	 to	 be	 secularized,	 but	 it	 was	 never

abandoned.		In	1851,	the	mission	was	transferred	to

the	Jesuit	Order	which	opened	Santa	Clara	College.

It	wasn't	until	1864	 that	 the	mission	was	 returned	 to

the	Catholic	Church.		

Today	the	mission	is	on	the	property	of	the	University

of	 Santa	 Clara	 and	 is	 used	 as	 the	 campus	 chapel.

The	mission	is	part	of	the	Diocese	of	San	Jose.



San	Buenaventura
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On	March	31,	1782,	St.	Junipero	Serra	founded	San

Buenaventura.	 	 It	 was	 the	 ninth	 of	 the	 California

missions.	 	This	mission	was	 the	2nd	of	 the	missions

founded	 on	Chumash	 homeland.	 	The	 population	 of

the	area	was	estimated	to	be	as	high	as	20,000.

The	 first	 church	 burned	 down	 in	 1791.	 	 In	 1794,

construction	 began	 on	 the	 current	 church.	 	 It	wasn't

until	 1809	 that	 the	 building	 was	 completed.	 The

earthquake	 of	 1812	 	 severely	 damaged	 the	 church.

Structural	improvements	have	been	added.		In	1957,

the	church	was	restored	to	its	original	appearance.

The	mission	utilized	an	elaborate	system	of	aqueducts

to	 move	 water	 from	 the	 Ventura	 River.	 	 The	 water

system	was	very	successful	and	was	used	throughout

the	mission	period.

The	mission	 was	 secularized	 in	 1836.	 	 It	 was	 never

abandoned.	 	 While	 there	 wasn't	 a	 priest	 until	 the

1840's,	 services	were	 held	 on	 an	 irregular	 schedule.

The	 mission	 was	 returned	 to	 the	 Catholic	 Church	 in

1862.

Mission	Ventura	 is	a	parish	church	and	 is	part	of	 the

Archdiocese	of	Los	Angeles.



Santa	Barbara

n
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The	 tenth	 of	 the	 California	 missions,	 Santa	 Barbara

was	founded	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen	on	December

4,	 1786.	 	 Earlier,	 	 St.	 Junipero	 Serra	 founded	 the

Presidio	at	Santa	Barbara	on	April	21,	1782.		

Santa	Barbara	was	 the	 third	of	 five	missions	built	on

Chumash	 homeland.	 	 The	 current	 church	 was

completed	 in	1820.	 	Over	 the	years	 there	have	been

several	 occurrances	 of	 church	 damage	 due	 to

earthquakes.	 	The	most	serious	earthquake	occurred

in	1925.

The	agriculture	of	the	area	was	very	productive.		The

largest	harvest	occurred	in	1821	when	the	total	of	all

crops	exceeded	12,800	bushels.	 	Vineyards	and	 fruit

orchards	were	a	 large	part	 of	 the	 food	production	 at

the	mission.

Santa	Barbara	was	secularized	in	1834,	however	the

Franciscans	remained	in	control.		In	1865,	the	mission

and	property	were	returned	to	the	Catholic	Church.		



	La	Purisima	Concepcion

The	Missions	of	California

31

La	Purisima	Concepcion	was	founded	on	December	8,

1787	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen.		It	was	the	eleventh	of

the	 California	 missions,	 and	 the	 fourth	 mission	 on

Chumash	Homeland.		

The	earthquake	of	1812	destroyed	the	buildings	at	La

Purisima.		A	new	site	was	selected	to	the	northeast	of

the	original	 site.	 	The	current	church	was	built	by	 the

Civilian	 Conservation	 Corps	 between	 the	 years	 of

1935	and	1937.

		

La	Purisima	was	secularized	in	1834.		The	chapel	was

renovated	 in	1835	and	used	 for	services.	 In	1845	 the

mission	was	sold.		During	the	1850s	the	property	was

occupied	 by	 a	 gang	 of	 outlaws	 who	 lived	 in	 the

mission.	 	 The	 property	 was	 returned	 to	 the	 Catholic

Church	 	 in	1874,	however	 the	buildings	were	 in	 such

poor	 condition	 that	 the	 church	 sold	 most	 of	 the

property.

The	 La	 Purisima	 Mission	 is	 now	 a	 California	 State

Historical	Park.		The	church	is	not	regularly	used.		It	is

the	 most	 complete	 reconstruction	 of	 all	 the	 21

missions.
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Founded	 on	 August	 28,	 1791	 by	 Father	 Fermin

Lasuen,	it	 is	the	twelfth	of	the	California	missions.		It

was	the	fourth	mission	to	be	built	on	the	Ohlone	land.

A	 permanent	 church	 was	 built	 between	 1793	 and

1794,	however	 there	are	no	drawings	of	 the	original

church.	It	was	described	as	adobe	and	masonry.		The

original	 church	 no	 longer	 exists.	 	 Earthquakes	 have

taken	a	severe	toll	on	the	mission.		

The	 mission	 was	 secularized	 in	 1834.	 	 The	 last

Franciscan	 left	 in	 1840.	 	 Over	 the	 next	 years,	 the

mission	was	 offered	 for	 sale,	 but	 no	 one	 purchased

it.	 	 In	1859	 the	mission	was	 returned	 to	 the	Catholic

Church.

Today,	the	mission	chapel	 is	a	replica	of	the	original.

The	chapel	 is	part	of	 the	parish	of	 the	Holy	Cross	 in

the	Diocese	of	Monterey.

(Church	exterior	and	wagon	wheel	picture

by	Jim	Doyle)



Nuestra	Senora	de	la
Soledad
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Founded	on	October	9,	1791	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen,	it

is	 the	thirteenth	of	 the	California	missions.	 	"Our	Lady	of

Solitude"	was	part	of	the	Esselen	tribe	in	the	coastal	area

near	Carmel	to	the	Santa	Lucia	Mountains	and	part	of	the

Salinas	Valley.

In	1824,	a	 flood	destroyed	 the	church.	 	The	church	was

replaced	 with	 a	 chapel	 and	 was	 destroyed	 by	 floods	 in

1828	and	1832.

		

In	 1955	 the	 chapel	 was	 reconstructed,	 making	 Soledad

the	last	of	the	21	California	missions	to	be	restored.

Soledad	 was	 secularized	 in	 1835.	 	 That	 same	 year	 the

only	 Franciscan	 priest	 at	 the	mission	 died.	 	 In	 1859	 the

mission	and	land	were	returned	to	the	Catholic	Church.	

Today,	 the	mission	 is	 part	 of	 the	 Parish	 of	 Our	 Lady	 of

Solitude	in	the	Diocese	of	Monterey.



	San	Jose	de
Guadalupe
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Mission	San	Jose	de	Guadalupe	was	 founded	on	June	11,	1797

by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen.	

	

It	is	the	fourteenth	of	the	21	California	missions.		The	early	church

of	1809	was	destroyed	by	an	earthquake	in	1868.		It	was	replaced

by	a	wooden	gothic		style	in	1869.

The	 wooden	 gothic	 church	 was	 moved	 in	 1982.	 	 In

1985	 an	 authentic	 reproduction	 of	 the	 church	 was

completed.

Secularization	occurred	in	1836.		 In	1837,	the	mission

was	 sold.	 	The	mission	 and	 its	 land	were	 returned	 to

the	Catholic	Church	in	1858.



San	Juan	Bautista
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San	Juan	Bautista	was	founded	on	June	24,1797.		

It	 is	 the	 fifteenth	 of	 the	 California	 missions.

Established	 by	 Father	 Fermin	 Lasuen,	 San	 Juan

Bautista	is	the	largest	of	the	mission	churches.		

The	 mission	 is	 located	 almost	 directly	 on	 the	 San

Andreas	 Fault.	 	 In	 the	 early	 years	 of	 the	 1800s	 	 a

series	of	earthquakes	shook	the	area	as	many	as	six

times	 a	 day	 for	 	 20	 days.	 	 The	 need	 to	 replace

damaged	buildings	and	the	growth	in	the	numbers	of

native	converts	convinced	the	missionaries	to	build	a

larger	church.

Construction	 on	 the	main	 church	 began	 in	 1803.	 	 It

was	 completed	 in	 1812.	 	 In	 December	 of	 1812	 an

earthquake	 struck.	 	 Design	 changes	 to	 the	 church

help	strengthen	the	side	walls.

San	 Juan	 Bautista	 was	 secularized	 in	 1835.	 	 It	 was

the	only	mission	that	always	had	a	priest.		In	1846	

the	 mission	 and	 its	 land	 were	 sold.	 	 In	 1856	 the

Catholic	Church	received	title.		

San	Miguel	Arcangel
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Founded	on	July	25,	1797	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen,	it

is	the	sixteenth	of	the	California	missions.

A	temporary	church	built	in	1797	was	replaced	in	1798.

San	 Miguel	 is	 the	 only	 California	 mission	 with	 its

original	wall	paintings,	never	retouched	or	painted	over.

San	Miguel	was	secularized	in	1834	and	the	last	Franciscan

left	 in	 1841.	 	 The	mission	 was	 sold	 in	 1846.	 	 In	 1859	 the

church	and	34	acres	were	returned	to	the	Catholic	Church.

San	Miguel	 was	 returned	 to	 the	 Franciscan	 order	 in	 1928

and	is	part	of	the	Diocese	of	Monterey.



San	Fernando	Rey	
de	Espana
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Mission	 San	 Fernando	 was	 founded	 on	 September	 8,

1797	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen.		This	is	the	seventeenth	of

the	 California	missions.	 The	 native	 population	 of	 Tongva

occupied	 coastal	 Southern	 California	 from	 Topanga

Canyon	to	Laguna	Beach.		The	Tongva	native	people	had

a	well	established	economy	based	on	a	bead	currency.

The	 mission	 at	 San	 Fernando	 was	 founded	 on	 land

claimed	 by	 Spaniards.	 	 The	 land	 owner,	 Juan	 Francisco

Reyes,	ceded	the	land	to	the	Catholic	Church	in	exchange

for	a	new	land	grant	in	a	different	location.

The	mission	site	has	seen	several	churches	 in	 its	history.

The	 first	 church	was	built	 in	1797	and	 it	was	 replaced	 in

1799	by	a	larger	adobe	church.		A	church	built	in	1806	fell

into	 disrepair	 after	 1850.	 After	 the	 roof	 was	 replaced	 in

1897,	 further	 restoration	 began	 in	 1916	 and	 was

completed	 in	 1941.	 	 The	 1806	 church	 was	 severely

damaged	 by	 the	 1971	 earthquake.	 	 The	 present	 church

was	completed	 	 in	1974	as	an	accurate	 reconstruction	of

the	1806	church.

San	Fernando	was	secularized	 in	1834.	 	At	 that	 time	 the

mission	had	a	large	number	of	grapevines	and	many	fruit

trees.	 	 	 During	 this	 time	 the	 mission	 served	 as	 a

warehouse	and	stables.		The	mission	was	returned	to	the

Catholic	Church	in	1861.

San	Fernando	Rey	de	Espana	is	a	chapel	in	St.	Ferdinand

Parish	in	the	Archdiocese	of	Los	Angeles.
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						San	Luis	Rey	de
Francia
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Founded	June	13,	 1798	by	Father	Fermin	Lasuen,	San

Luis	 Rey	 is	 the	 eighteenth	 of	 the	 California	 missions.

The	native	population	ranged	from	what	is	now	southern

Orange	County	to	northern	San	Diego	County	before	the

Spanish	arrived.		Several	modern	tribes	still	live	in	those

areas,	including	the	Pala	Band	of	Mission	Indians.

The	 current	 church	 was	 built	 between	 1811	 and	 1815.

This	church	replaced	the	church	built	 in	1798.		San	Luis

Rey	 is	 the	 only	 surviving	 	 mission	 church	 built	 in	 the

shape	 of	 a	 cross.	 	 it	 is	 also	 the	 only	mission	 church	 to

have	a	dome	or	cupula.		The	church	was	abandoned	for

several	decades	in	the	late	nineteenth	century;	however,

the	 church	 was	 well	 preserved.	 	 A	 full	 restoration	 was

started	in	1892.

Secularization	 occurred	 in	 1834.	 	 The	 powerful	 Pico

family	received	more	than	133,000	acres	of	Santa	Maria

y	 Los	 Flores	 Ranchos	 from	 Governor	 Juan	 Alavardo.

The	land	is	now	the	US	Marine	Corps	Camp	Pendleton.

The	 mission	 was	 returned	 to	 the	 Catholic	 Church	 in

1865.

The	 mission	 today	 is	 a	 Franciscan	 community	 and

conference	center.		The	church	is	a	parish	in	the	Diocese

of	San	Diego.



Santa	Ines
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Founded	 on	 September	 17,	 1804	 by	 Father	 Estevan

Tapis,	it	is	the	nineteenth	of	the	California	missions,	and

last	 of	 the	 five	 missions	 founded	 on	 Chumash

homeland.	The	current	church		was	built	between	1814

and	1817.		This		church	is	the	best	preserved	of	the	21	

California	missions.

Like	many	of	 the	California	missions,	Santa	 Ines	 has	 	 been

damaged	 by	 earthquakes	 that	 have	 occurred	 over	 the

centuries.

Santa	Inez	was	secularized	in	1834.		The	mission	was	sold	in

1846	and	returned	to	the	Catholic	Church	in	1862.
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San	Rafael	Arcangel



San	Rafael	Arcangel	was	founded	on	December	14,

1817	 by	 Father	 Vicente	 Francisco	 de	 Sarria.	 San

Rafael	 is	 located	 in	 the	 homeland	 of	 the	 native

Coast	Miwok	people.		

The	 twentieth	 mission	 was	 originally	 founded	 as	 a

sub-mission	of	 the	San	Francisco	 de	Asis	 and	was

elevated	to	mission	status	in	1822.	

The	 church	 of	 1824	 was	 used	 until	 1861	 when,

because	of	disrepair,	 it	was	torn	down.		The	current

Mission	San	Rafael	Chapel	is	a	replica	built	in	1949.

This	chapel	is	modeled	after	the	church	built	in	1919.

San	 Rafael	 was	 secularized	 in	 1834.	 The	 land

around	 the	 mission	 was	 taken	 over	 by	 General

Vallejo	 in	 1837.	 	General	 John	C.	 Fremont	 and	 his

troops	 occupied	 the	 abandoned	 mission	 in	 1846

during	 the	 Bear	 Flag	 Revolt.	 	 In	 1863	 the	 mission

and	the	land	were	returned	to	the	Catholic	Church.

San	 Rafael	 Arcangel	 parish	 is	 part	 of	 the

Archdiocese	of	San	Francisco.



San	Francisco	de
Solano
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Founded	on	July	4,	1823	by	Father	Jose	Altimira,	it	is	the	last	of	the	21	California	missions.		This	mission	is	the

farthest	 north	 mission	 and	 the	 only	 one	 founded	 without	 permission	 	 of	 church	 authorities.	 	 The	 first	 San

Francisco	Solano	church	was	built	of	wood.	 	 It	was	 replaced	with	an	adobe	church	built	between	1827	and

1832.		Due	to	issues	between	the	missions	in	San	Francisco	and	San	Rafael,	San	Francisco	Solano	was	only

a	mission	for	11	years.

After	the	church	was	secularized	in	1834,	the	mission	fell	into	severe	disrepair.		General	John	C.	Fremont		took

possession	for	the	United	States	after	the	Governor	failed	to	sell	the	property	in	1846.

The	mission	was	purchased	by	California	Historic	Landmarks	in	1903.		Title	was	given	to	the	State	of	California

in	1906	and	it	is	now	part	of	the	Sonoma	Historic	Park.
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Mission	Locations

1.			San	Diego	de	Alcala		-		San	Diego

2.			San	Carlos	Borromeo		-		Carmel

3.			San	Antonio	de	Padua		-		Ft.	Hunter	Liggett	Military	Reservation

4.			San	Gabriel	Arcangel		-		San	Gabriel

5.			San	Luis	Opispo	de	Tolosa		-		San	Luis	Opispo

6.			San	Francisco	de	Asis		-		San	Francisco

7.			San	Juan	Capistrano		-		San	Juan	Capistrano

8.			Santa	Clara	de	Asis		-	Santa	Clara

9.			San	Buenaventura		-		Ventura

10.	Santa	Barbara		-		Santa	Barbara

11.	La	Purisima	Concepcion		-		Lompoc

12.	Santa	Cruz		-		Santa	Cruz

13.	Nuestra	Senora	de	la	Solidad		-		Solidad

14.	San	Jose	de	Guadalupe		-		Mission	San	Jose

15.	San	Juan	Bautista		-		San	Juan	Bautista

16.	San	Miguel	Arcangel		-		San	Miguel

17.	San	Fernando	Rey	de	Espana		-		San	Fernando

18.	San	Luis	Rey	de	Francia		-		Oceanside

19.	Santa	Ines		-		Santa	Ines

20.	San	Rafael	Arcangel	-	San	Rafael

21.	San	Francisco	de	Solano		-		Sonoma
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